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Dear Alden CSD Families and Staff: 

 

I hope the 2020-21 school year is off to a positive start. We recognize that this new way of learning is non-

traditional and challenging at times, but together and with regular communication I believe our students 

will be successful.  

 

I feel the need to communicate a change in protocol that I learned about yesterday in a meeting with 

representatives from the Erie County Health Department. Alden, along with other districts around the 

region, were informed that Erie County has made significant changes to the manner in which they will 

conduct contact tracing IF somebody in our school tests positive for COVID-19.  

 

From the very start of formulating our re-opening plans, districts have been told that the information which 

Department of Health Contact Tracers would be looking for included lists of individuals that were in close 

contact with a confirmed COVID-19 positive case. Close contact has been defined by the Department of 

Health as closer than 6 feet, for more than 10 minutes, without a mask. As I shared in each of our re-opening 

meetings, our safety guidelines ensure that this should never happen while students are attending school. 

The new Erie County protocol for contact tracing eliminates the original NYS Department of Health 

Guidance and replaces it with “any student or staff member exposed to a COVID-19 case in a standard 

classroom setting or in other enclosed common school setting, such as a breakroom or office, for 60 minutes 

or more will be instructed to quarantine in their own room, with their own bathroom for 14 days from the 

last day of exposure to the COVID-19 case.” This is a significant change that could result in entire 

classrooms being quarantined for 14 days. As such I felt that our families needed to have this information 

sooner than later. A link to the document that was shared with us on September 16th can be found here: 

https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/ECCOVID19SchoolGuidanc

e.pdf 

 

As you know, we serve families in neighboring counties. I have spoken to one of these Departments of 

Health and they are not changing their protocols. We will be updating our re-opening plan and, as stated 

previously, will continue to take our lead from the Erie County Health Department as this is the county in 

which our District buildings are located.  Currently, I am seeking clarification on the impact this change 

will have on our students that reside in Genesee or Wyoming County. If you have any questions, feel free 

to contact me. I will do my best to provide answers, but please understand that many of the questions and 

concerns the superintendents had in yesterday's meeting went unanswered. I hope you and your family are 

well. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Stoltman 

Superintendent of Schools 
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